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Brief MANIFESTATI ON to Merchants,” © 
Sramen, and Planters, QFc. 


Now'ye then, that that God who created the Heavens and- 
- the Earth, the Omipotent and Almighty FEHOFAH, 
BY. and Lord: of Hoſts, 'whoſe all rhings are,: and for whoſe 
=. i Scrvice they were created ; Wha giveth breath and. being 
to all; and in whoſe hands and at whoſe diſpoſe'is your Kife attd the 
Lives of- all Mankind ; who numbereth your dayes, which are as a 
ſpan, and paſs-away ſwifterthan a Weavers ſhuttle,'or as a Poſt that 
rarrieth not.;\ who ſaith roman, Retars to thy uſt, . aud he ts.n0 more : 
And this is He we own'tobe our God,' whom we ſerve_and worſhip 
. in the Spurit of his Son, the Light of the V Vorld, to whom all-Judg- 
ment is:committed, thatmen might honour the Son, as they, honour 
the Father who is God over all, bleſſed for evermore. | 

' And this is he. whom we have waited for,and his Light hath ſfione 
into our hearts, to'give us the knowledyge of the Light of the Goſpel 
'in'the face of Chriſt Jeſus, and by believing in his Light we come 
to a true fight of -our fates, /and our-hearts'were ript open, and our- 
iniquities were made manifeſt unto us, and the Books were opened, 
and the Earth diſcloſed, and the Dead appeared, and the Judgment 
was ſet up,. and we wete then judged, every man according to his 
works, and the things that were wiitten in thoſe Books ; And then 
we knew him to be dreadful indeed (in his juſt Judgments) againſt 
that nature which had tranſerefled ; and his flame was kindled in 
our hearts, and began to take hold of that which was for the fire, and 
his Sword was drawn to cat down that which Rood in the way, and- 
turned every Way to keep the Tiee of Life ; ſo-that we in this unclean 
Rate could not come untd it, though fain-would we have lived here, 
and loth we were to part with that which was ſo near and dear unto 
us, -ta Wit, the wiſdom, honour, and* gloty of 'this preſent world; 
Which was as ſo. many deaths to'us-to-part with;' and-we would fain 
have been Heirs of two Kingdoms : - but the Light let us-ſee that we 
muſt deny our ſelves in all that ſo nearly concerned ns, and take up 
eurCroſs daily, and: follew;him our, Guide and Leader, though to the 
| loſs. 
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bsſs'of-all. Owhat thoughts of heart, tumblings of mind, noiſe. 


| became obedient; then a ſeparation began to be. made between the 


. in the caſe between us; Notwithſtanding we-have So behaved our 
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wars and rumours of wars (Which is noz- to be expreſſed ) was then SY 


iwour hearts ! | | 
At laftto the Light and Power of God our hearts did bow, and 
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Good and the Evil, and we becaine judged according to men in the 
flz(h, that we might be ſaved according to God in the Spirit: ... 

Now the Separation being thus made, and the true Judgment ſet 
up in our hearts, we.could not, as in times paſt, run with the wicked 
into vanity and exceſs, neither could we joyn with the Superſtitious: 
and Idolaters in their falſe wayes, worſhips and cuſtoms, but have 

. been and are Rill-made willing_to bear our Teſtimony publickly a- 
gainſt them all, both by word and converſation, &c, | 

And though we have been obedient to the Powers that have been _ 
(and to theſe thar now are) in all juſt and righteous things, keeping 
2 good Conſcience void of offence both to God and man ; andfor this cauſe 
we labour diligently-and painfully in our Callings, that we may be 
ſerviceable in our Native Country, where our God-hath placedus, 
having ſomething (and being ready ) to miniſter to them that land 
in need of our help, that thereby we might be a good ſavour to all. 

' For which cauſe alſo, we pay Tribute ro whon Tribute i due, and 
have ſodone to allthe Powers ( fance we were a People ) declaring 
thereby. owr owning .of Magiſtracy, being willing to ſuppert.it in alt 
juſt and right things, :though ſome have aſperſed and accuſed us of 
the contrary. | WE: Farogo ef 

And-thus inall things that pertain to Life and Godlineſs, we have 
endeavoured to live peaceably and honeſily with all men; and this. 
we declare unto you, that neither the former Powers, nor theſe pre- 
ſentin Power, neither could, nor can- they rigw, juſtly accuſe us of- 
plotting or contriving againſt them, neither of any Sedution, or ſeditiane 
Prattices towards any of them, as hereby we do-call.:to record -the A 
Lord God Almighty, to whom we appeal for Righteous Judgment 43 


ſelves, - and that eur Adverſaties: can lay nothing-( juſtly.) to our 

charge ;- yet behold and fee how we have been perſecuted and cruel- 

ly intreated; by them all,- but eſpecially at this day. 'O how are we ; 

beaten in the Rreets and places of our Meetings! how is our hait' _ | 

Plucked off our heads! bow are we kick'd and: pinch'd on the arms, © | 
| | <; oy uf an 
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* '9 and ſome women pinched-and ba: 2M theic tender brefts, to their 
£4 Sreat harm ! how are we packed into cloſe and naſty Priſons, near 
three hundred at one time 1n.one Prifon ! and how have ſome of our 
Friends been beaten, & Felox: ſuffered to abuſe them there | how-have 
ſome of us been taken forcibly from our Brethren, where we have 
been met together in our Priſon-hauſe, and threatned, and pur in- 
to the Hole or Dungeon ! how have ſome of us been taken out of one 
Priſon-room, and caſt into deep and diſmal. Holes, where we have 
been in danger of our lives, by reaſon of a corrupt unclean Priſoner 
who lay there, even worſe and more nauſeous than any filthy Car- 
rion or Excrement whatſoever,-a place not fit for Swine! O how 
are we proſecuted with violence at their Seſſions, and the Jurors and- 
Peoples Underſtandings endeavoured to be poiſoned, and They in- 
cenſed againſt us, by Speeches made to render us even as the worſt 
of men, as ſce the Baok entituled, The [nnocency aud Conſcrentiouſneſi 
of the Quakers aſſerted and cleared,in anſwer toJudge Keeling's Speech! | 
How ate the Jurors that ſerved for Felons and Murderers changed, 
and others impanelled which may ſerve for their purpoſe !_ how are 
others brow-beaten and thzeatned, which cannot in good conſcience 
Cs Evidence not being clear) anſwer that ſpirit of Cruelty in our 
erſecutors, to bring us1n G#i/ty ! how are many of us, thorow un- 


juſt proceedings, ſentenced to Tranſportation and Exilement from 
our Native Country, Wives, Children, and deareſt Relations, into. 
Forreign Parts and Places of the World, there: to ſeck- our bread 
among|t ftrangers! Much more might we ſay of the Cruelty and 
ons We meet With from ſome fierce and forward ſpirits, whe. 
. are Miniſters of the Laws both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical { as they are 
called) who ſummon us to their Courts for not. coming to their Pa- 
.riſh Worlhips, finingend impriſoning us in many parts of this Na-. 
tion, endeavouring: thereby to vex us and to weary us out, and ' 
force us to conform to that which our God hath ſhewed us- he ab- 
hors. Io: | : , 
And now Friends, what is the cauſe of all this Cruelty that's thus. ; 
daily exerciſed upon us, even for no other cauſe but for keeping a 
vo0d Conſciencetowards God, ' who hath loved and-purchated us 
with a great price, even With his own Blood, that we ſhould be- no 
longer-our own, but the Lord's, who hathendeared us to him. and en-. 
aged out hearts to bow-to and worſhip him,, and in whoſe Fear we 
; cannot 
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nnot but meet together to wait- upon} him, 'and'to: ſeek his Face: 
more and more, whoſe Preſence hath-ſo oftgp refreſhed and gladded 
our hearts in our Aﬀſemblings and Meetings together - And by this 
our meeting together we bear our Teſtimony for the Lord ind his' 
Truth, thereby declaring to all men that we own him alone to be 
our Law-giver, our King andGuide ( in all matters that concern his 
Worſhip) and he doth and will come and ſave us. _ 
- And alſo, bythis ourmeeting together we exhort one another, 
rengthen and build up” one another in our moſt holy Faith, praying 
in the holy Ghoft with all prayers and ſupplications for Magiſtrates 
and for all men, that they with us may come to know (&. be obedient 
to) Chriſt Jeſus the Light, that lightneth every man that cometh into 
the world, and by his-Blood (whieh 1s his Life Y may come to Ie- 
ceive remiſſion of ſins,and an Inheritance among the Saints in Light. 
And likewiſe by-this our meeting togfther, we find an Increafe in 

the pure Love (which thinketh no evil) one to another, and to all: 
men, yea to our very enemies (defiring from the bottom of our hearts 
they may repent them of. all their Sins, and of all the Blood, Cruet- 
ties and Perſecutions they have unjuſtly committed upon and againſt: 
us) of all which things we are juſtified of the Lord, and have an- 
aſſurance that it's well-pleafing and acceptable to him, as we abide- 
in the Fear of his moſt-holy Name. | 

- Which holy praQice of meeting together was required of, and found 
in the People of God of old, as in Hal. 3. 16, Then thoſe that feared: 
the. Loyd fpake often one to another, and the Lord hearkgned aud heard it, 
and a Book of Remembrance was written before him, for them that feared: 
the Lord, andthought upon his Name. And ſo was the Apoſtle's Pra- 
Rice and Exhortation to the Saints, Net to forſaks the aſſembling of 
| themsſelves together, as the manner of ſame (then was, and now) i, bus 
ſo- much the more (to exhort one another) as you ſee the Day approaching; 
Which holy Praftices we own and do witneſs, and that as the Day ap- 
proaches (to wit) the Light ariſeth, and draweth nearer and nearer co- 
- us by its heat, vertue and ſplendor, Even ſo much the more are we 

enclined and engaged in our hearts to meet and affemble together, 
to mait'upon the Lord, tjll he cauſeth it to ariſe, and ſhine, and over-. 
ſpread the whole Earth. ; | | 
And for theſe Canſes, as aforeſaid, and for ſuch holy Ends, do we- 

meet tozether, and for no othery God Almighty is our Record thar- 
| We 
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'S, "ic ſpeak the truth unfeignedly from cur hearts, and.not as we. 
'*"  beenfalſly accuſed and reported of ( by time- ſervers and men-plea- 
ſers) for meeting ſed:tiouſly to plot, or wickedly to comrive Inſurrettons, 


1% contempt of the-King and his Laws, "and to the breach of the Publick. 
Peace ; and that we are an Obſtinate People, and will not be ſubjett to 


Amnthority. | | " ths 
- Al theſe and many more thelike flanders and falſe accuſations ds 
we daily:undergo, by ſome thatare fierce. and cruel in their ſpirits a- 
22intus, endeavouring to'incenſe the King againſt us, and to pro- 
cure Laws to be made to deftroy us, and that all people may even 
deliver us upto the ſpoil, 2s a people not fit to live amonglt them: 
Burt we believe the King bath a-'Witneſs in his Conſcience, which 
(ofr=times) ſpeaks for us (v1z.) that we are not ſuch a People as re= 
ported of ;-and he. hath-not approved of ſome Cruelties that have 
been of late exercifed uporfus. ' And as for the People which are 
our Neighbours, and know us (with whom we do converſe) will juſti- 
fie us;. and ſay we are a very diligent and peaceable People, and do 
much: pitty-us ; ſaying, We deſerve no ſuch thing at their hands, 
Yernotwithſtandingall'the Crueltes that arexexerciſed upon us, if 
our own perſons were only concerned, we could hold our peace; bur 
in as much as the ſpreading of the Everlaſting Truth, and honourable 
Name of the Lord God Everlaſting, is deeply concerned; and that the. 
Blood-guiltineſs of 'manyccries ſo loud for Vengeance (which is rea- 
dy to be poured forth; ) *And allo, that all wha have:yet had no hand: 
in ſuch Cruelties; might hereby be warned; - WE from theſe deep. 
and werghty Confiderations, are'moved 1n our hearts to lay theſe things 
before you, that if it may be, a ſtop might be put to anyfurther exer- 
ciſe thereof ; and that neither ye who are Merchants, ore Marriners, 
ot any other, might have any hand in the execution. thereof in,any 
meaſure, either by permitting your Ships, orSeamen, to be the Tranſ- 
porters of the Innocent, or any other wayes of Cruelty whatſoever. 
Now Friends, having thus la1d our Caſe before you,and opened our 
hearts thus unto you concerning our Principles, Prattices and Profeſ- 
ſions towards Cod, and our Demeanoxrs and: Behawiowrs towards the 
King and his Government, with ous Deportment and Converſation to- 
wards all men ; alſo ſomething of our Sufferings,” and the /nnocenc 
Canſes thereof, all which will certainly plead for us 3” and therefore to 
God's Witneſs in all your Conſciences do we- appeal for: true 
| _ © Judgment 
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Judgment in this caſe thatis to ſay, whether we have deſerved ſuch” . © 
; Cruelcies.to be inflifted upon us, . who/are an Innocent People,' and © 
ouilty of the breach.of no Juſt Lay. *,-1# 1% aps... ns 
| Neither are we guilty of the breach of this AQ upon pretenceof- 
which we now ſuffer ; which Act is4o ſuppreſs Sedirraws Conventicler, 
and therefore not Innocent Meetings, .and zo prevent the gromth of 
ſuch. Seftaries, who at their Meetings comriue Inſurretlions, oc; as by 
the Title and Preamble (which. is the Reaſon or Key ) thereof, ap- 
pears ; none of which things yet to this day have bzen proved againlt. _. 
us, nor the leaſt thew of any ſuch thing, though it hath been purtup- - - 
on them.to prove, and their V Vitnefſes have been asked what we ©: 
weredoing in our Meetings, and whether they either ſaw or heard any 
thing tending to Sedition ? they have teſtified for us, and anſwered, 
Nay, we were peaceable, and ſo could not be guilty of the breach of 
; this vety At, under. pretence of which we nowſuffer. Yet notwith- 
ſanding, by the b:ow-bzating and threatning both of the Grand and 
Petty Jurors,ſome- Jurors have bzen over-awed, and have bowed te- 
their wills ſo far as tafind the Bills againſt us, and others, tofind us 
ouilty ; though ſome other Jurors, that were more wiſe and valiant 
for the Truth, not finding ſufficient Evidence to Prove their Indict-- 
ments, and alſo nothing appearing to themto make us Tranſgreflors, 
by any thing we either- did or ſaid in our Mzetings that tended to Se-- 
ditian or Inſurrection ( againſt which the AR was only made) and 
falſe witneſs bzing alſo born, they could not in good conſcience find. 
us-2uilty of the Indiament, though {ome of them therefore received 
frowns and threats, and ate bound over: to -give an account-at the 
K1ngs-Bench Bar the nextTerm: but ſome of the Priſoners not'finding 
freedom in themſelves'to'anſwer their form of pleading, Guiltfty ro: 
guitty, (their Indictments being indirect ): and queſtions being pur 
ro enſnare them,. as alſo ſome not being acquainted. with their:way 
of pleading) they readily pronounced their unjuſt Sentence of Traxſ« 
portation againlt them, ſave only the V Vomen that have Husbands 
are- committed to the Houſe-of Correttion, ſome-for the ſpace of eleven . 
moaths, and others for twelve maths, - Now ſeeing their Actings are 
ſo contrary to Juſtice 2nd Right, and alſo to the late AR, for you" ot 
any of you to-put this Lilegal and Unjuſt Sentence. in'Execution, 'by - 
Tranſporting»any of us;; would-be: very hard mzaſure,.. and not ſafe. 
for you,” nor tothe Kings honour,” {i 1h 12, _ 
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—_ and in bis Fear and Dre af v : 1 [that mani, we cannot 
rit nor ſatishe bi dufts, in ſtooping to that ſlavery be 
- : os r, many of us not'Þ ing edutated-in ſuch! z way of drad- 
a#nd flavery, fo thar hise vil Fr be . croſſed, * who would 
iro Saks 7 gain of us by Servitude or Labouf, who ate God's 
| Free-men, to whom we have fn ſhall commit'ou Cauſe, and the 
cate of our Bodies,as our Souls, whatever we may fuffer from or by 
Tſuch wicked perſon, atwredly knowing abat our God whom we ferve 
liver us, from rhis Oppre 'n-and Bondage? alſo ; but if 

he darh nor; yer know;to hat Rh. we catinot bow.” 
| And ofchixour cauiſs (th og er 
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fr Ee before the Lord, 
dog our Caſe, and the (caufteſs) Cauſe of our 
Ws a rs continue in our noo res 
20 "Lge and (i alt) 0 bow ro the pre of Wickednefs, Cracry and 
| in any whatſoever. 
' Qug delves therefore ave renewed unto you again, that you. would (crioully 
 rnechowpoer Frey whar is here declared: in this ous hy Bens and 
be warned thereby not ro-joyn bands with | under-any colbur or'pretence 
whatſoever ; for why ſhould ye anY) ian ona: and fighting 
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